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FROM GERLACH 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEOREGXE 

SUBJECT: ARAB LEAGUE SUMMIT POSTPONED 

1 . AKHBAR AND GUMHUYIYYA REPORT JUNE 5 THAT ARAB LEAGUE 
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TO SUDANESE PROPOSAL TO POSTPONE EIGHTH ARAB SUMMIT UNTIL 
AFTER LATE JUNE AFRICAN SUMMIT. REPORTS STATE THAT 
AL SYG MAHMUD RIAD CABLED ARAB FONMINS JUNE 4 
INFORMING THEM OF POSTPONEMENT. 

2. REPORTS OF PREVIOUS TWO DAYS LIST ELEVEN STATES AS: 

LEBANON, QATAR, KUWAIT, OMAN, NORTH YEMEN, EGYPT, 

MOROCCO, TUNISIA, SAUDI ARABIA, JORDAN AND 
"PALESTINE" (PLO). THEY EORM THE SIMPLE MAJORITY 
REQUIRED TO APPROVE A PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO AL. 

3. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND FROM OFFICER OE AL 
SECRETARIAT THAT SUMMIT POSTPONED TO ALLOW GOE TO 

PURSUE PEACE PROSPECTS ARISING FROM "SUCCESSFUL" SALZBURG SUMMIT, 
UNHINDERED BY LARGE, VOCAL ARAB SUMMIT WHOSE DECISIONS, EVEN 
IN BEST OF CIRCUMSTANCES, ARE DIFFICULT FOR GOE TO CONTROL. 

AL OFFICIAL SPECULATES THAT SUMMIT WILL TAKE PLACE IN OCTOBER. 

HE REASONS THAT GOE WILLHOPEFULLY BE INVOLVED IN PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS IN JULY AND AUGUT; RAMADAN FALLS IN SEPTEMBER, 
PRECLUDING CONVOCATION OF LARGE ARAB GROUP. SHOULD 
SUMMIT NEVERTHELESS BE HELD IN AUGUST, LOCAL RUMOR HAS 
IT THAT VENUE WILL BE CHANGED FROM MOGADISCIO TO ALEXANDRIA. 
EILTS 
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